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This message initiates a monthly process of contact with and provision of information to assist all the
acceding governments with preparations for meetings and negotiations associated with their
accession. It is one of several practical steps by Director-General Pascal Lamy to improve
transparency on accessions matters.

NOTE ON ACCESSIONS INFORMATION FOR ACCEDING GOVERNMENTS

The WTO accession process is fundamentally Member-driven, with formal scope for the good offices
and facilitation of least-developed countries' accessions by the Director-General in accordance with
the General Council Decision on the Accession of Least-Developed Countries (WT/L/508).

The Informal Group on Accessions is the forum where Members and the Secretariat meet to forge a
work plan for the implementation of WTO work on accessions. The Group reflects the balance of the
Membership, including regional coordinators® and Members traditionally active in support of WTO
accessions. It meets in a four to six week cycle. At these meetings, Members provide guidance to the
Secretariat on accession systemic issues; and, the Secretariat consults with Members on a work plan
and calendar of meetings. The Director of the Accessions Division, Mr. Chiedu Osakwe (email:
chiedu.osakwe@wto.org), chairs the Informal Group on Accessions and reports to the Director-
General, Mr. Pascal Lamy. Mrs. Josefita Pardo de Ledn (email: josefita.pardodeleon@wto.org),
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