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UNITED KINGDOM IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON COTTON
TEXTILES

Report of the Panel adopted on 5 February 1973
(L/3812 - 209237)

1. ThePanel wasappointed by the Council on25 October 1972 with thefollowing termsof reference:

"To investigate, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article XXIII, the matter
referredtothe CONTRACTING PARTIESby the Government of | sragl concerning therestrictions
on imports of

. Background information submitted
by both delegations on imports, wage rates, prices, structural changes, and other relevant data served
as a basis for the examination of this question.

4. The delegation of Israel contended, inter alia, that there had been structural changes in Isragl’'s
cotton textile industry, which was now concentrating on more sophisticated and higher value products,
that wage rates in the industry had risen to Western European levels, and that landed prices of cotton
textile imports from Israel were as high as, or higher than, those of comparable goods produced in
theUnited Kingdomor innon-restricted supplier countries. TheUnited Kingdom del egation contended
that the action taken by the United Kingdom in continuing to apply the quota system to Isragl in 1972
was justified and necessary given the high degree of import penetration of the United Kingdom cotton
textile market by a large number of suppliers and the consequent danger of market disruption.

5. Inthelight of the consultations which took placein the meetings held by the Panel, representatives
of the two governments concerned conducted bilatera discussions. The panel was advised that as a
result of these discussions amutual ly acceptable settlement had been reached, under which Israel would
be treated as an unrestricted supplier asof 1 January 1973. The broad outlines of this settlement have
been announced in both countries in the following terms:

"Discussionswereheld at the Department of Tradeand Industry on 21 December with adel egation
from the Israel Government about Isragl's exports of cotton textiles to the United Kingdom. In
view of recent developments in the Israel cotton textile industry, it was agreed that restrictions
on imports of cotton textiles from Israel would come to an end on 31 December 1972. During
atransitional period of two years, if imports of cotton textiles from Israel exceeded agreed levels,
consultations would be held to review the situation and the United Kingdom could



6. ThePand noted the unanimous view of the Executive Committee of the British Textile Confederation
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