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Key issues

•	 Innovation, including in medical technologies, based 
on an economically sustainable basis, will expedite 
the realization of the health-related United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

•	 Countries are entitled to make full use of available 
policy options under the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) in line 
with the Doha Declaration. 

•	 Access to health technologies is a key pillar of 
universal health coverage. 

•	 Lack of access to medical technologies is rarely due 
to a single determinant. Important factors include: 
needs-based research, development and innovation; 
intellectual property and trade policies; manufacturing 

processes and systems; regulatory environment; 
price transparency, pricing policies and health system 
infrastructure; integrity and efficiency in procurement 
and supply chain management; and appropriate 
selection, prescribing and use.

•	
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trading system, and manage the related IP effectively, bearing 
in mind ultimately that the public interest in the effective 
availability of their innovative technologies is the main goal. 
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system to purchase pharmaceuticals. This has helped to 
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